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class if not so. Again, irrigation by water derived from
wells belongs in the second class if the water is carried on
the back of beasts, and in the first if drawn (ustukhrija)
through conduits.

The assessor of kharaj, therefore, in estimating the
amount of tax to be assessed on a piece of land, should
take into consideration the above-named three factors,
namely, the quality of land, the kind of crop, and the
method of irrigation. In this way justice is attained, as
between the beneficiaries of the fcfy and the taxpayer, since
neither the latter is overburdened nor the former are
prejudiced.

Some have recognized a fourth factor, namely the dis-
tance of the land from cities and markets, because the price
increases or decreases according as this distance is shorter
or longer, but this concerns only the case in which kharaj
is paid in silver (i. e., specie), and does not apply to the
collection of the tax in grain (kind), whereas the three
factors above-mentioned apply equally in both cases.

When the kharaj has been fixed by reference to the above-
mentioned principles, it is assessed on the ground according
to the most profitable of the following three ways: It is
assessed on the area of the land, or on the area of the cul-
tivated portion of the land, or, finally, on the produce as a
definite proportion of the same. When the kharaj is as-
sessed on the area of the entire land the year used is the
lunar year, and if the kharaj is assessed on the cultivated
area, the year used is the solar year, but if the kharaj is
proportional, the tax is due when the crop is ripe and the
grain ready for consumption.

When any one of these three alternatives has been settled
upon, one is not allowed to change * it to another but it is

1 Cf. Bahr, vol. v, p. 116.